
CATALYTIC CONVERTER 
THEFT —

WHY DO PEOPLE STEAL CATALYTIC 
CONVERTERS?

1. CRIME OF OPPORTUNITY

Unfortunately stealing a catalytic converter is a 
relatively simple job – it only requires a few tools and 
a short window of time to complete the theft. 

Most catalytic converters on our vehicles are located 
under the vehicle towards the exhaust which makes 
it easily accessible to thieves. 

SUVs are more vulnerable due to their raised ground 
clearance. This means the catalytic converter is more 
accessible and because they tend to have larger 
engines, these converters contain more precious 
metals, making them more valuable.

2. PRECIOUS METALS 

Some of the precious metals hidden inside your 
catalytic converter are worth more than gold. Inside a 
catalytic converter there is a ceramic element coated 
in various precious metals like platinum, rhodium and 
palladium. 

THEFT PREVENTION 
INSIGHTS

WHAT IS A CATALYTIC CONVERTER?

Your catalytic converter turns pollutants emitted 
from your vehicles exhaust into less harmful gases, 
but it’s also a tempting and valuable target for 
thieves.

WHEN IT COMES TO CATALYTIC 
CONVERTER THEFTS, OLDER 

VEHICLES ARE TARGETED MORE 
THAN NEW ONES. 

DID YOU 
KNOW?
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THEFT PREVENTION TIPS

• Park vehicles cautiously - use a secure garage 
or lot whenever possible

• Choose a well-lit, high-traffic areas for 
parking

• Park in areas that make it difficult for a thief 
to get underneath the vehicle

• Have the converter welded to your vehicle

• Install surveillance cameras in areas where 
vehicles are parked to deter thieves

• Install an anti-theft device on the catalytic 
converter

• Painting the catalytic converter a fluorescent 
color may deter thieves

• Inscribing or engraving the converter with a 
vehicle identification number (VIN) will help 
identify if it is stolen


