
T I R E  S T O R A G  E

Dealership Guide to 
Secure Tire Storage

RISKS

WORKERS COMPENSATION EXPOSURE

This comes primarily from lifting which can cause back injury, 
hernia, sprain, and strain. Dealers should be asking:  Is this done 
manually, or are lifting and conveying devices used during 
loading and unloading? 

PROPERTY EXPOSURE - FIRE

OPPORTUNITY

Tire season can be a very busy and very profitable season for auto dealerships. With some 
jurisdictions mandating the use of winter tires and others likely to follow there is a great opportunity 
for dealerships to cash in on the sale of rubber.

Many dealerships are also cashing in on the seasonal tire change and storage business. In recent years 
we have noted a dramatic increase in the number of dealerships offering seasonal tire storage to their 
customers. This serves as a great service customer retention tool and has the potential to be a 
great revenue generator for service shops as well.
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Tires do not catch on fire easily; however, when they do, the fire 
is very difficult to put out. Heat from a tire fire makes firefighting very difficult. In addition, heavy black smoke 
permeates and damages everything in the area of the fire. It is important to control and separate any ignition 
source from the tires.

PROPERTY EXPOSURE - THEFT

In recent years we have noted a dramatic increase in the number of thefts, and claims, at dealerships offering 
seasonal tire storage. We've even heard of entire containers being stolen over a long weekend. 

Luckily, we have the tips and recommendations you need to seize this opportunity, safely and securely. 

THE SHIPPING CONTAINER SOLUTION

The most common and cost effective way dealers are able to accommodate the growing number 
of tires needing to be stored is to locate sea cans or storage containers on their lots. These 
containers are easy and inexpensive for dealers to obtain and in most communities do not yet require 
a permit. 
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The information contained herein is general in nature and general insurance description only. The information is not intended to be insurance advice; nor does it amend, modify or supplement any insurance policy. Consult your actual policy or your broker for details regarding terms, conditions, coverage, 
exclusions,products,services andprogramswhichmaybeavailabletoyou.

Contact your Loss Control team today to protect your (and your customers') assets 
and improve your bottom line.

• Use high quality padlocks

• Utilize each lock point on the doors
(usually there are at least 4)

• Install shrouds to cover the padlocks
from the ability to be easily accessed
with cutters

• Consider additional alarm zones for the
containers

• Block park the doors with large low-value
wholesale inventory during closed periods

• Install an asset tracking device within the
container

OFF-SITE STORAGE
Other dealerships have chosen to store customer’s tires off-
site, while this is likely the preferred storage arrangement 
with respect to insurance we still need to consider security at 
the off-site locations as well. Depending on the relationship 
and agreement, your dealership may experience undue road 
exposure of staff driving between locations. This makes a 
good argument for a tire storage company such as Tire Hotel 
or Wheel Pro Canada. 

TIRE STORAGE SECURITY CHECKLIST
Some dealerships have built secondary storage buildings on their lots, others have expanded 
their buildings to accommodate. When storing in an existing or new building, make sure you're 
doing it right. We've got you covered with our comprehensive Tire Storage Security Checklist.

INVENTORY TRACKING
It is very important that you establish a proper system to inventory and store the tires, this will 
result in fewer missing sets. And in the event of a loss many times dealers have a great difficulty 
determining what they have actually lost. It is very important that you have an accurate 
inventory of; the number of tires, who they belong to, and where exactly they are stored. 

DOWNLOAD NOW

Just follow these steps to properly secure your shipping container storage units:

https://jdimi.com/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2020/11/TireStorage-Checklist_v2.pdf
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